
ENABLE TAAT Compact
Highlights

 • Over 2000 young people with improved skills in agricultural enterprise development along the TAAT value chains.
 • The compact has created jobs for about 288 people.
 • Establishment and operation of 11 agribusiness incubation sites in 6 countries
 • Identification and registration of 5,000 young farmers who have benefitted from various technologies as 

promoted by the compact.
 • Reached 115,500 beneficiaries.
 • Initiated the establishment of an agribusiness park for youths in collaboration with the government of Oyo State 

in Nigeria.

What is the problem?
ENABLE-TAAT was initiated to address the issue of widespread 
youth unemployment and to provide a platform that attracts 
the youth toward self-employment in agriculture. The lack 
of adequate employment among the youth across Africa is 
due too  many years of growth  in economies that are not 
able to absorb all the youth graduating from the academic 
institutions. With an army of unemployed youth, it is easy to 
have  civil unrest and a host of other social ills. ENABLE-TAAT 
seeks to explore job opportunities for the youth through 
participation in agribusiness incubation, agribusiness 
parks, and linkages to finances.  This leads to setting up  of 
agribusiness-oriented enterprises in the value chain that 
cater for the youth skills and interest.  

Compact Description
The ENABLE TAAT Compact is charged with opening 
agribusiness opportunities to youth across  TAAT’s Value 
Chains. The overall purpose of ENABLE-TAAT is to assist in the 
promotion of TAAT’s key agricultural technologies, operate 
technology and innovation centres for young people on 
specific commodity value chains, and to stimulate youth 
led agribusiness start up in support of TAAT’s nine Priority 
Commodity Chains. The goal of ENABLE TAAT is to reduce 
the economic marginalization of African youth through the 
introduction of modernized agricultural technologies in a 

way that leads to new agribusiness and greater employment 
opportunities. The compact currently operates in six 
countries. 

What are the ENABLE TAAT Objectives?
•	 To build the capacities of the youths and change their 

mindset towards embracing agriculture as a business
•	 To reduce the economic marginalization of African youth 

through the introduction of modernized agricultural 
technologies in a way that leads to new agribusiness and 
greater employment opportunities

•	 To identify agribusiness opportunities in TAAT nine priority 
commodity chains and scale out these opportunities for 
adoption by the youths.

•	 Increase participation of young people in agribusiness.
•	 To raise awareness and access to improved nutrition in 

rural areas through the promotion of nutrient-fortified 
TAAT commodities

What have we achieved so far?
ENABLE TAAT has provided a platform for 2,000 unemployed 
young people to be trained along various TAAT commodities. 
The training was aimed at encouraging youths to adopt 
the technologies for commercialization through enterprise 
development. This provides employment opportunities 
to other young people. The compact has recorded over 



For more information, please contact: 
TAAT Programme Management Unit, IITA HQ, Ibadan – Nigeria      TAAT Clearinghouse, IITA Benin, Cotonou – Benin

 TAAT-Africa@cgiar.org     +229 60855188

Transforming African Agriculture

80% achievement in business establishments as per the 
milestone set at the beginning of the activities.  The ENABLE-
TAAT continues to disseminate technologies by reaching 
out to youth and farmers for distribution of quality planting 
materials through its food basket field approach promoting 
nutrient fortified products and farmers outreach. As at June 
2020, the compact has reached its target by 100% in the 
number of information and visibility materials disseminated. 
We have also reached 84% in the number of campaigns or 
promotional activities organized, 44% in the number of final 
beneficiaries accessing and effectively using technology 
products and services as per the set targets. This effort has 
also led to the registration of about 72% of  the targeted 
young farmers in various project sites.  The compact has 
also established 11 incubation centers where youths are 
trained in collaboration with commodity compacts on TAAT 
technologies

Were there any key challenges or lessons 
learned?
•	 Bureaucratic bottle necks and the need of collateral  from 

commercial banks have made it very difficult  for the 
youth to have access to finance for establishment and 
expansion of agribusiness enterprises 

•	 There is a great need for the youth to be involved in 
agribusiness activities. The advocacy program needs to 
be strengthened so as to increase number of beneficiaries 
reached.

•	 The youth need to understand how to navigate the 
product certification process in each country 

•	 Working with other TAAT compacts has enhanced 
agribusiness incubation program
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