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IP Licensing approaches

Private
▪ research is linked to 

commercialization pipeline & 
product life-cycle 

▪ produces products that will 
appeal to paying customers

▪ dissemination focuses on IP 
protection/licensing and  

exclusivity

▪ targets paying customers 

▪ priority is to maximize returns
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Public
▪ research is upstream & 

decoupled from 
commercialization

▪ dissemination focuses on 
International Public Goods 

(non-excludability, non-rivalry)

▪ Targets small-scale farmers & 
consumers with limited 

purchasing power or market 
access
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CGIAR Principles for IA/IP Management
• Importance of IPGs
• Importance of partnerships, including 

private sector
• Maximizing global access and impact
• Prompt and broad dissemination by default
• Restrictions to global access where justified

➢Restricted Use Agreements
➢ Limited Exclusivity Agreements
➢ IP applications / protection

• Reporting of justifications and public 
communication

• Transparency & accountability
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CGIAR Principles for IA/IP Management
Limited Exclusivity Agreements
➢ limited in duration, territory & field of use 
➢ available for non-commercial use by 

public research organizations (minimum)
➢ available in food security emergencies
➢ necessary for further development or to 

enhance the scale and scope of impact 
➢ complies with treaties & national laws 

governing access & benefit sharing (ABS)
➢ safeguards Farmer’s Rights under International 

Plant Treaty
➢ flows down monetary benefit sharing 

requirements under ITPGRFA (triggered if there 
are restrictions on Products derived from the 
MLS for research training and breeding)
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CGIAR Principles for IA/IP Management
Restricted arrangements in 2020: 
• 4 provisional patent applications 
• 1 plant variety protection application
• 35 limited exclusivity agreements 

Limited Exclusivity Agreements
• 2012: 15
• 2013: 10
• 2014: 5
• 2015: 0
• 2016: 4
• 2017: 23
• 2018: 73
• 2019: 87
• 2020: 35
• 2021: ?
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CGIAR Principles for IA/IP Management
.
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